Grand Lake/Wabash Watershed Alliance

Currents

OTo improve the quality of I|life by promof
t he Grand Lake and Wabash River v

Mississippi River Basin Initiative ~ Special EQIP for the Upper Wabash

Mercer Soil and Water application, please schedule need for funding in these
Conservation District (SWCD) an appointment. watersheds. Mercer SWCD is
and the Natural Resource highly encouraging all producers
Conservation District has opened to consider applying for this

the door for 1.5 million dollars of program. If Mercer SWCD has a
special Environmental Quality strong program this first year; the
Incentive Program (EQIP) funds chances of having the program
for the entire Upper Wabash renewed will increase. If

River Watershed. This includes applications are not received and

A list of core practices eligible for
these funds are listed below.
Cover crops and hay land buffers
are included. If you are
interested in other practices,
please call your local SWCD to
see if it is included.

all the Wabash River and the o _ the money is not obligated, or it

Grand Lake St. Marys A_‘" gppllcatlons will be ranked, il pe lost. So please consider

Watersheds. similar to general EQIP. making an application for EQIP
Cropland and livestock funds.

The application window for applications will be ranked

this program is very short. separately. Emphasis will
Applications must be made by o+ on'the wabash | Please call before you come in!{
July 2, 2010. Ranking will be River Watershed
completed and contracts must _ _ ' | Please schedule an appointment before
be signed shortly thereafter. This special EQIP funding| coming in to make your EQIP application.

. . may be renewed, if the | Thjs way the staff can pull your tract maps
\E(OQU|;>|Z:2||§XOCE I:o?i:r?iesptlng federal level of the and ensure that they have time to assist

) Natural Resource you and answer questions.

program. If you are interested  ~ o rvation Service
in making an EQIP

(NRCS) sees there is a

.......................................................................................................................................................................

Practices eligible for this Special EQIP

e Cover crop e Comprehensive Nutrient e Fence

Management Plan

o Grassed waterway e Grade stabilization structure

e Pasture and Hayland Buffer * Waste storage facility e Roof runoff structure

e Composting facility

e Nutrient Management e Heavy use area protection

o Critical area planting

e Waste Utilization o Waste Treatment facility

Waste Facility Cover
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Free info ~ Plan to Attend

Nutrient Management Field Day
September 7, 2010
Near Mercer/Darke County Line

Agenda:

S 9:3017 registration

10:00 i Manure application/RTK, speaker TBA

S 10:30171 Ohio Livestock Standards Board
Update & Information-Jeff Wuebker,

Representative of Statewide Farm
Organizations

S 10:45 - Back 2 the Basics, soil tests-Robert
Mullins, OSU Extension

wn

S 11:457 lunch-Available Program Review,
including CREP

S 12:30 - Nutrient Runoff-Robert Mullins, OSU
Extension

S 1:307 Cover crop plot review-Jim Hoorman,
OSU Extension

S 2:307 Equipment demonstrations, start your
engines!

.......................................................................................

Lawn & Garden Soil Samples ~ $5

Soil samples are the only way to know what your soil needs to producet
healthy green lawns and prize winning vegetables. $5 soil sample coupons 5,“
are available to anyone in the participating watersheds. Coupons can be
purchased at the Mercer County Soil and Water Conservation District or
Helena Agronomic Center, Coldwater. When your coupon is purchased
you will receive instructions on how to collect the sample and a sample bag.
Samples can be returned to the SWCD or Helena Agronomic Center,
Coldwater. Sample results with recommendations will be mailed directly t0

you. Any questions, please contact Laur’a Walker
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water quality. At this time
i there is cost share

i for water quality

i This cost share includes:

:
:
:

Currents

Grand Lake St. Marys Watershed

Section 319 of the Clean Water Act provides for
many improvements in

available in the Grand
Lake St. Marys watershed

improvements.

—
e Septic system replacement

e Tile Control Structures

e Milk house Wastewater Treatment Systems

Applications are ranked each month at the

Mercer SWCD board meeting. Upon approval,
applicants have 6 months to spend their cost

i share. Each practice requires different amounts

of cost share from the applicant.

For more information or to apply for
these funds contact Mercer SWCD

laura.walker@mercercountyohio.org

o
................................................................................
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ONot Just a Dairy Touré -~

On August 30, 2010, a tour bus filled with local farmers will be leaving Celina, picking up more farmers
in Bluffton, Indiana, and then heading for Madison, Wisconsin. Registration is open to all farmers in the
Upper Wabash River Watershed for this trip. The cost is $100 per person. Registration forms can be
found online at www.ctic.org or by calling Mercer SWCD, 419 -586-3289 .

Stops on the tour will include:
S Fair Oaks Dairy, a permitted dairy & tourist stop
S Great Dane Pub, a restaurant featuring local foods

S Several opportunities to visit with local farmers who have
endured many water quality related farming practice
changes

S Discussion with WI Farm Bureau regarding their
changes in farming practices

S University of Wisconsin Pioneer Farm, includes swine, veal
and other facilities

S University of Wisconsin Discovery Farm, a family farm which
includes edge of field monitoring

S Dinner cruise with local farmers on a Madison recreation lake _
S A stop at Purdueds water quality study fields

S New construction duck building, near Bluffton, IN

This trip is made possible by Assistance Agreement number MX964472 between the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the Conservation Technology Information Center.

...........................................................................................................................................................

Y . Manure Science Review
AS g)\' 2010 S Tours and Demonstrations:
J . S Thursday, August 19th, 2010 S Smoking Clay Tile ~ Frank Gibbs
y — S Continental American Legion S Dyed Water Spread by Manure Tanker
\ Hall, northwest Ohio, and the S Cover crop walk
Howard Weller Farm, across the road
_ S Manure Side Dressing
S Lecture topics:
. " S Shallow tillage demonstration
S Lake Erie EQIP ~ Mark Scarpitti
S And more!
S Manure Study Plot Results ~ Glen Arnold
and/or Albert Maag S May include an evening session!
S Tile Control Structures ~ Larry Brown and S Cost to be determined & topics subject to
Norm Fausey change.
S Lake Erie Phosphorus Task Force ~ Kevin S For more information contact:
Elder S Mary Wicks~ 330.202.3533 or

S Nitrogen Inhibitors ~ Robert Mullen wicks.14@osu.edu
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Conservation Innovation Grant Indake Trials

The Grand Lake St. Marys Restoration Commission, a
group of private individuals and multiple

i organizations continues to raise funds for projects in
Both of these projects were partially funded by Grand Lake St. Marys.

federal funds through the Natural Resource
Conservation Service. The projects were made

Have you seen the geotextile tubes near Windy
Point? What about the floating wetlands?

The two focus points of this group are Airy -gators and

possible by Grand Lake St. Marys State Park, a sediment collectors. According to the manufacturer,
state line item from Senator Keith Faber, the Airy-gators promote rapid biological treatment of

Grand Lake/Wabash Watershed Alliance and nitrogen, phosphorous, and other nutrients and
many hours of volunteer labor. : sediment collectors provide onsite collection of

sediment with the goal re -using the sediment.
The geotextile tubes have been filled with dredge

material and will remain in place. The tubes are
protecting a valuable natural wetland. The tubes
are already starting to sprout
plants and over time the goal
is to re-establish the shoreline.

Airy-gators can be seen at Southmoore Shores and
the bay near Shocker 6s

collector is on Chickasaw Creek near State Route 219.
& - Additional sediment
collectors will be installed in

Beaver Creek east of
CassellaMontezuma Road
and behind the St. Marys
Township Building in Barnes
Creek.

If you are interested in
assisting this group with
their current and future
projects, please contact the
Mercer County Civic
Foundation, 419-586-9950
or P.O. Box 439, Celina, OH
45822

The floating wetlands
(pictured) are a labor-intensive
project. The plants were
selected by their ability to
uptake nutrients. The plant list
was also approved by the
Division of Wildlife and
Division of Parks.

If you are interested in helping
with the floating wetlands or
overwintering wetland plants,
please contact the watershed
coordinator.

.......................................................................................................................................................................................

Grand Lake St. Marys

Conservation Planning

Beginning July 18th, 2010, there will be an
additional employee dedicated to the Grand Lake
St. Marys Watershed. This employee will be Steve
McDevitt. McDeuvitt is currently a Natural Resource
Conservation Service Employee in Auglaize
County. He will be moving to the Mercer County
Office for this new position.

McDevittdés goal is to complete 35,000 acres of
conservation planning within two years. If you

are interested in working with McDevitt you will

be able to reach him at 419-586-2548 or

steve.mcdevitt@oh.usda.gov



